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*First Bethel Mennonite Church building, taken in pioneer days with 
some members of the church, 


*INMAN BETHEL MENNONITE CHURCH 


The Bethel Mennonite Church of Inman, Kansas was organized in January 
of 1875 by immigrants who had arrived the preceding year from Russia, They 
came from some twenty different MoJotschna villages: Fischau, Fuerstenwerder, 
Klippenfeld, etc., crossing the Atlantic on the Teutonia and the Cimbria, 
The church files contain thirty-six church letters from seven different 
churches in Russia, 


The church was organized by those immigrants who settled in the commun- 
ity south of the present site of Inman, Kansas. [In the group was a minister, 
Jacob Klassen, from Sparau, who had been elected as minister by the Pordenau 
Mennonite Church in 1867, There were thirty-five charter members and a | 
constituency of ninety, Common family names were Ediger, Klassen, Friesen, 
Neufeld, Pauls, Toews, etc, Meetings were held in private homes and in 
schools, A school house which was commonly used was located four miles 
south and one half west of Inman. On November 11, 1875, Heinrich Toews 
was elected as minister to help in the work of the church, On November 
20, 1876, Jacob Klassen was elected to serve as the first elder, 


The membership of the church by the close of 1880 was 188, At that 
time there was a constituency of 416, 


*The picture and article are taken from Mennonite Life, July, 1953, The 
latter is greatly condensed and its data brought up to date, 
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To succeed Elder Jacob Kiassen, Heinrich Toews was elected on September 
22, 1879, He was ordained on December of the same year, The following Sunday 
he baptized eighteen persons in a service which had been delayed because of the 
absence of an elder, In 1879 Isaac Klassen was elected to serve as the first 
deacon, 


The fact that the church did not come from Europe as a unit made many 
adjustments necessary, This accounted for many difficulties which arose, 


In 1880 the first church building was erected, It was built of sun- 
dried sod bricks and was located two and a half miles south of Inman, Here the 
first services were held on May 23, 1880, The following Sunday fifteen persons 
were baptized, Among the traditional observances was the Erntefest which is 
first recorded on October 3, 1881, Choir practice with Jacob Wiens as leader 
is mentioned for the first time in 1896, 


In 1897 two acres of land were purchased one and a half miles south of 
Inman and a new church building erected, Services were held here for the 
first time on June 6, 1897, Sunday School was begun in 1898 with one 
children's class with Gerhard Harder as teacher, This building was used until 
October 8, 1928, when it was struck by lightning and burned, The new building 
was dedicated on September 8, 1929, 


In 1908 a Christian Endeavor Society was begun with B, A, Wiens, H, T, 
Neufeld and others as leaders. B. A. Wiens and A, P, Neufeld were elected as 
ministers on February 21, 1910, Kiaas Kroeker was elected as elder on February 
10, 1911. This terminated the work of Heinrich Toews after having served as 
minister for thirty-seven years and elder for thirty-three, During this time 
he baptized 206 persons and ordained seven ministers, 


During the early years there was fear that education might turn young 
people from their faith, Through various influences, however, Heinrich T, 
Neufeld enrolled as a student at Bethel Academy in 1906, After some years of 
preparation and teaching, he and Mrs. Neufeld (Anna Harder) were ordained as 
the first missionaries of the church on January 8, 1913, They were to serve 
among the American Indians on the General Conference fields, The ordination 
service was perhaps the beginning of an annual mission festival, now held 
regularly each fall, Through the years the mission spirit has grown and many 
others have gone out as workers, 


John J, Pauls was elected deacon and Peter T, Neufeld as minister on 
February 27, 1919, Since Klaas Kroeker was no longer able to serve as elder, 
Peter Neufeld was elected to succeed him, being ordained as elder on October 
18, 1936, 


During World War I,seven men were called to serve their country, of whom 
all went as C, O,'s, During World War II, twenty-nine were inducted and twenty- 


five served in C, P, S, In the present draft nineteen are serving in Alternative 
Service, 


In 1930 a women's mission society was organized, In 1940 the Bethel Charity 
Society was organized, This group continues to function, 


Through the years there have been 946 different church members, Of these 
574 were received through baptism, The present membership is 341, 


On February 10, 1953, this church building burned to the ground, Memories 
of this building include 179 baptisms, 90 marriages, 60 funerals and the ordi- 
nations of two ministers, four deacons, three missionaries, and one elder, On 


May 3, 1953, ground breaking services were held and a new building was finished 
and dedicated on July 25, 1954, 
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C i ied calling, and even after yielding end being licensed 
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field for us. Where in Ponca City and surrounding territory there were about 
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ig Nga While the church here is small and there have been difficulties yes 
God is precious and His blessings wonderful. 
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CONG LUSI ON 
FIRS { have to refer to a few omissions in contents: 
Page ZY « the children of Wetor Martens were missed.They are Eugens, Wayne 
Juceth Kae, Leren Wesley and Donald Wray. 
Page XVI in the Peter and Elisabeth Ediger Neufeld family, their youngest 
Abraham was misaed. 
Pages XX in the Tevid D. and Martha Wiebe Balser family, Leon Bonald was missed. 
Page XXiI In Johan J. aad Susanna Neufeld Pauls family, their children that 
died, Henry, Annw and Johann were missed. 


sacondiy:=- Maybe we should explain ths mumberiug. BBeginning from the left 


each row of mumbers indicates a generation The first row indicates the Peter 


Neufeldsythes secend rew their children, the third row their grandchildren, and 


whe Yourth row the great grandchildren and the fifth row great@-great grand 


The sumber itself says, where the particular person atood in the family. 


We netice Grandfather Peter Neufeld is number 9. That means he was the ningth 
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